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By: Bernadette Jiron

Wel come back all educator s! Il hope you had
up for a brand-new school year. | attended the National AFT Convention in July that

was held in Boston. | think it was one of the best conferences we've ever had! We had

some fantastic speakers such as Senator Elizabeth Warren D-Mass; Charlie Baker, the
Republican governor of Massachusetts; Marty Walsh, U.S. Secretary of Labor and

Elizabeth Shuler, President of AFL-CIO and many other speakers. Also, there were
individualde par t ment al meetings such as the PSRP
Teacher so6 Di vi si oRand\Waingaoten hvasire-etpoted aspur .

president; Fedrick C. Ingram, Secretary -Treasurer and Executive Vice President,

Evelyn DeJesus. Congratulations to all of our leaders in education!

Local Congratulations: | would like to recognize Victoria Pacheco and Christina

Finnesy from our Local 4463 for their efforts in the recent negotiations for our local
representingpar aprofessionals, CSO6S, bus assista
who collectively ratified the new 3-year agreement. Paraprofessionals will be starting

at $20 an hour, Special Ed. paraprofessionals start at $21 an hour, CSOs start at $23,

|l eave CSOs start at $24.50 and nut ricgjobbon wor k

Local 4463! You are the leaders of paraeducators and nutrition workers in Colorado.

Kallie Leyba, Sarah Mesmer, and | worked this summer on endorsements for the
upcoming election in November. We are supporting some candidates that are labor
friendly. See who we endorsed below and contribute to their campaigns by checking
out our website at aftcolorado.org

In Unity -

Bernadette (Bernie) Jiron
AFT Colorado President
303-744-9962

Page|1l


http://aftcolorado.org/

From your Executive Director
By: Kallie Leyba

Working people in our country have a lot to celebrate as our elected leaders in Washington DC are
delivering with the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act, the Inflation Reduction Act, The PACT Act,

and the recent Executive Order around Student Debt Discharge. | 6ve i ncl uded s umr
just some of the great things that are happening. This is an excellent reminder that elections have
consequences (good and bad) and | urge you all to GET INVOLVED in the midterm elections:

local, state and national.

Thank you to the many of you who worked on the Initiative 63 Petition Signature Gathering

process. Unfortunately, the Great Schools Thriving Communities Coalition was unable to raise
enough funds to pay for petition workers in add
voters wonodt have an opportunity to vote on thi
finding a way to c¢hang dhat@edamgetandre farslingtiraoxedusatiosn.t e m s
Stay tuned. Meanwhile, a sincere thank you to everyone who contributed in volunteer work and or
financial donations. We are continuing to move forward.

I 61 1 lsonmellf i ghi s quar t €harkgou alldor yiour doetihuedicommitment to
education and to AFTO6s wor k.

In solidarity,
Kallie Leyba

the passage of the Inflation Reduction Act.
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https://www.bradyunited.org/press-releases/brady-celebrates-historic-passage-of-safer-communities-act-in-the-house-of-representatives?gclid=CjwKCAjwu5yYBhAjEiwAKXk_eNwCUp_EPNd-Hzyag0nDWLrdZp_MtIj0wUNOkH01eplmZ_VoNUHuWhoCwh0QAvD_BwE
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/inflation_reduction_act_one_page_summary.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/08/02/fact-sheet-pact-act-delivers-on-president-bidens-promise-to-americas-veterans/
https://www.aft.org/press-release/afts-weingarten-biden-administrations-student-debt-discharge

Election 2022

Election season is approaching quickly. Your AFT Colorado COPE Committee and Executive
Board have been working hard to make endorsement and donation decisions. Remember,
member dues cannot be used for political purposes, and that is why | encourage all of you to
donate to COPE, or increase your COPE donation if you already do (and thank you for your
contributions). Talk to your local union office or email me to get your contribution set up.

Below you will find a complete list of our endorsements for State Candidates. | am happy to talk to
anyone about why our committee made the decisions they did i so if you have questions, please
email me and ask.

Addi tionally, | hoWra tydwtdthgEledtion 2022 ZAnen nfeeting o u r
September 29, 2022 from 5-6 pm. During this meeting we will talk about which candidates are in
YOUR House and Senate Districts and tell you more about them. We will talk about upcoming

legislation we expectorhopetos ee next year and generally |l et y
election. | hope youdll join us. We understand t
or Senate District is, and it may ilwawillddelpcybudiguee d v

it all out. Register for the Zoom meeting here.

If you are ready to volunteer for candidates please email me RIGHT NOW, to tell me I can count
on your support for election volunteering.

We will be sending out detailed information on election volunteering opportunities soon so get out
those canvassing shoes and get ready!

Mike Cerbo, President of our Denver Federation of Teachers and | showed up for the kickoff of the
NO WAY OO6DEA BUS TOUR. O6Dea is running to reple
way, @bDea.
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mailto:kleyba@aftcolorado.org
mailto:kleyba@aftcolorado.org
https://forms.gle/N2miQitDDGgbmTwC7%20https:/forms.gle/N2miQitDDGgbmTwC7
https://forms.gle/N2miQitDDGgbmTwC7%20https:/forms.gle/N2miQitDDGgbmTwC7
mailto:kleyba@aaftcolorado.org

A Union of Professionals

AFT Colorado

AFT Colorado proudly announces our candidate
endorsements for the 2022 election season.

Candidates for Colorado State Office:

Candidates for Colorado State Senate:

Candidates for Colorado State House of Representatives:




AFL-CIO COPE Convention

The two day convention in AUnion T o®®makes mdsioof a d o
their decisions around endorsements of Colorado races and includes a reception with opportunities
to meet candidates.
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Federal Legislation to Celebrate

Bipartisan Safer Communities Act

You should know that our National President, Randi
Weingarten, has been working tirelessly to advance Gun
Violence Prevention and Gun Safety Legislation. As a
member of the AFT Gun Violence Prevention
Committee, | was honored to be invited to celebrate the
signing of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act. Many
of you may not know that my family has had two
members who had shootings at their schools. My
husband was teaching at Columbine HS in 1999 and
was shot at and, although he was not hit, he certainly
suffered emotional injuries. Eleven years later, our son
was very near the shooter at Deer Creek Middle School
when two of his classmates were shot and injured. This
has created a personal journey for both my husband and
I in the Gun Violence Prevention work, and it is also a
part of my job as Executive Director. This law is the most

significant progress our country has made on gun safety legislation . . . probably ever. And
while it is not the progress that many of us would like to see, it is the first step, and | have
hope that we can continue to solve this problem in a bipartisan way. You can watch the
video of the event here. The fact sheet on the law is here and pasted below.
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https://www.murphy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/bipartisan_safer_communities_act_one_pager.pdf
https://twitter.com/i/broadcasts/1BRKjnneRXQKw
https://twitter.com/i/broadcasts/1BRKjnneRXQKw
https://www.murphy.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/bipartisan_safer_communities_act_one_pager.pdf

